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Disclaimer 

Blacksmithing is a lot of fun, but comes with inherent 

dangers. All members, demonstrators, and guests are 

responsible for using appropriate safety equipment 

and for using safe working methods. Minors must be 

accompanied by a parent or responsible adult. 

The Southwest Virginia Blacksmith Guild, Central  

Virginia Blacksmith Guild, their officers, members,  

demonstrators, guests, hosts, writers, and the editor 

disclaim responsibility for any damages, injuries, or 

destruction of property as a result of the use of any 

information published in this newsletter or demon-

strated at workshops, meetings, or conferences. 

Every effort is made to insure the accuracy and the 

safety of information provided, but the use of any ma-

terial is solely at the user’s own risk. 

Attendees at organization functions and classes con-

sent to the use of their images in publications, social 

media and web pages of the Southwest Virginia  

Blacksmith Guild and/or Central Virginia Blacksmith 

Guild. 

Unless otherwise noted, all content is available for use 

by nonprofit blacksmithing and metalsmithing groups, 

provided the source is cited.   
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Coming Events 

March 2 - 2 - 4 pm 
CVBG General Membership Meeting 

Central High School Cultural and Educational Complex 

2748 Dogtown Rd, Goochland 

March 9 - 9 am - 1 pm 
CVBG March Meeting 

Join or Die Knives 

1600 Valley Rd.; Richmond 

March 16 - 2 - 4 pm 
SWVABG March Meeting 

Great Road Craft Guild 

1812 Big Spring Dr; Elliston 

April 13 - 9 am - 1 pm 
CVBG April Meeting 

Banton-Smith Center for Blacksmith and Metal Arts 

1600 Valley Rd; Richmond 

April 20 - 2 - 4 pm 
SWVABG April Meeting 

Smithfield Plantation 

1000 Smithfield Plantation Rd., Blacksburg 

 

 On the Cover  
Blacksmith s at work on the deck of a monitor during the Civil War.  

The ship is the USS Lehigh. 

Source:  Naval Historical Society 



Forging a Shamrock 

Though I have missed St Paddy’s day this is still a fun project. This style of isolating  

and peening out material is a useful skill. Think the technique of forging a key hole spatula. This 

has been provided by Matt Jenkins of Cloverdale Forge ,Selkirk, Manitoba 

Reprinted from The New England Blacksmiths Spring 2018 



Blacksmith Neck Knife Wooden Sheath  
created by Ray Plank  

To make a rectangular wooden sheath, take a block of wood about 1/2 to 3/8 inch thick, trace the blade outline 

on the wood and then carve out for the blade. I usually cut the outline with a utility knife, then I use a small 

chisel to re-move the wood. Glue about 1/4 inch thick piece on top. I use Elmer's Wood Glue®. Be careful not 

to fill the cavity you just carved out with glue and make sure the knife still fits before the glue drys with lumps 

of glue in the wrong place.  

[Note: When the blade is laid down on the board facing in this direction, it is for a left-handed person. For a 

right-handed person, you need to flip the blade so that it is facing towards the top of this page.] Then carve out 

a place on the back, making the hole as deep as you can without breaking through to the knife cavity. Epoxy in 

a Rare Earth magnet. I get magnets from scrapped computer hard drives or round Rare Earth magnets can be 

bought online. [Spoke with Ray today at the Pasture Party. He now drills completely through the wood, and 

puts epoxy on the face of the magnet, and between them if using 2. Holds the knife better over time.—Ed.] 

Drill two holes at the top for string or braided sinew. You can cover the wooden sheath with leather, paint, 

burn designs or just leave it natural wood (my preference). If the wooden sheath is not covered in leather or 

paint, finish it with some type of protective coating and your Blacksmith Knife Sheath is done.  

Ray Plank is a longtime member of the Shenandoah Valley Blacksmith Guild, well known in central Virginia. This article was  

originally printed in SVBG’s Now and Then, January 2018. Reprinted from the Philip Simmons Artist Blacksmith Guild, On the 

Anvil, May June 2018—with a note from me, Feb 2019! 



Wonderful Geometry in Buenos Aires 

By Ries Niemi, from his Facebook post 

The evolution of modern blacksmithing in the USA 

has some oddball influences- Steve Bondi spending 

time with the muscular sculptor Simon Benneton in 

Italy, who worked with iron in almost a ceramic way, 

pushing huge masses around with large hammers was 

a big factor, along with a few smiths who apprenticed 

with German 19th century style blacksmiths.  

Which means that a lot of contemporary work is about 

huge pieces of metal, being moved and reshaped in 

heroic, powerful, impressive, BIG ways.  

Which I like, when its good. 

But a lot of the blacksmithing I see on the streets in 

Buenos Aires is much more delicate, working  

wonderful geometry in modest ways with small pieces 

of metal. In the late 19th century, a lot of Italian 

trained blacksmiths came here, and there were a  

limited range of sizes of iron being made locally. 

There was a gigantic building boom- tens of  

thousands of new buildings between 1890 and the  

early 20s- and many of them were either single family  

houses, or small apartment buildings with 6 to 12 

units. That meant that budgets were small, time was 

short, and beautiful work was still desired. 

Like the pretty little fleur-de-lils pattern, which is  

perhaps 12" in diameter, and made of material that is 

at most 3/8" square. Its repeated in 2 window grilles 

and a door on a small single family house. Its elegant, 

and simple, doesn’t brag, but the detailing and  

construction is perfect. 

The bands were a locally run patterned bar, hot rolled 

to the triple bump corduroy pattern, bought off the 

shelf, not hand forged. But the squiggles, and the  

C scrolls, were hand forged, quickly, by a master 

smith. There is what the great David Pye calls 

"workmanship of risk" here- that is, variation amongst 

the parts, but human scaled and created variation that 

is pleasing to the eye. I have known American smiths, 

working for Microsoft millionaires, to make a few 

hundred such scrolls perfectly the same- but this smith 

felt that variety is the spice of life. 

WELDING INSTRUCTION. We are resuming our hobby welding 
classes this coming March 16 - 17th with a new instructor and  
subject, and at a better price ($285). If you have had an interest in 
learning welding but aren't in the need for certification, this class is 
for you. In the class you will learn MIG welding by making a  
magnetic stand for your welding gun and a welding cart on castors 
for your own welder. If you don't have a welder yet, you will at 
least have a cart to put one on when you do get one. We are also 
offering an option where you can buy a complete welding set up in 
addition to the class. Take the class and leave with a welder,  
helmet, gas bottle and hand tools all set up with the tool kit  
package. Details are on our site. www.vablacksmithing.org and 
https://vablacksmithing.org/march-16-17-2019-welding-welde…/  

Virginia Institute of Blacksmithing 

http://www.vablacksmithing.org/?fbclid=IwAR344rb3IU9BHmkz4MUIvmvxTpwgOOZhAIKJFTTGMEND5BGjvIT6XVzItC4
https://vablacksmithing.org/march-16-17-2019-welding-welder-cart-and-gun-holder-8174/?fbclid=IwAR3Z51vxA7OTTKWdfNqvqa0QjVbrnIp-a4bdnUacMLa2e1dl-TGVzfkj-v4




Central Virginia Blacksmith Guild 

1600 Valley Rd., Richmond 

cvbgboard@gmail.com 

In the News 

On March 2, CVBG will hold our General Membership 

meeting at the Central High School Cultural and Educa-

tional Complex in Goochland. The Board wants to give the 

members a chance to take a look at the facility, and see if 

we want to pursue moving our home to this space. There 

are many details to work out; this is just to gauge interest 

and gather feedback. We need to have as many people as 

possible at this meeting, so please plan to join us for at 

least an hour or two. This issue is one of great importance, 

potentially affecting our organization and membership for 

years to come.  

Our March and April meetings will both be at 1600 Valley 

Road in Richmond.  In March, Greg Campbell is planning 

a Damascus demonstration for us at Join or Die Knives.  

Then for April, we’ll return to the Banton-Smith Center, 

where Jerry Veneziano will demonstrate forging several 

different animal heads (and provide stakes for another of 

our safety barriers at the same time.)  If you have a stake 

you’ve been working on at home, please bring it to the 

April meeting. 

CVBG will be participating in Louisa Heritage Day at the 

Louisa County Historical Society on April 28.  This is al-

ways a fun and interesting day, demonstrating for the pub-

lic.  If you can come, please let Bruce Manson know. 

2019 Board of Directors 

President 

Kevin Barry 

804-868-9182 

Vice President 

Ted Banning 

Treasurer 

Bruce Manson 

Secretary 

Tom Chenoweth 

Communications Director 

Bob Pennington 

Librarian 

Matthew Hanvey 

Toolmeister 

Dave Roehl 

Commissioned door knocker for an  

excavator operator, by  

Hunter Perkinson 



 March Meeting at Join or Die Knives 

April Meeting at the Banton-Smith Center  
Directions to 1600 Valley Rd., Richmond 

From the 

North and West:  I-64 E (I-95 S) to the 3rd Street exit.  At the light, turn left onto Jackson.  At 

the next light, turn left onto 4th Street.  Continue onto 5th street.  At the light, turn right onto 

Hospital Street.  Go down the hill, cross the tracks, turn left onto Valley Rd.  The first building 

on your right is 1600 Valley Rd. 

East:  I-64W to the 5th Street exit.  Turn right onto Jackson.  At the next light, turn right onto 

4th Street.   

Continue onto 5th street.  At the light, turn right onto Hospital Street.  Go down the hill, cross 

the tracks, turn left onto Valley Rd.  The first building on your right is 1600 Valley Rd. 

South:  I-95N to the 7th Street Exit.  Go down the hill, across the tracks, turn right onto  

Hospital Street.  Turn left onto Valley Rd.  The first building on your right is 1600 Valley Rd. 

Louisa Heritage Day 

Public Demo 

April 28, 9 am—4 pm 
Directions from Richmond 

I-64 W to exit 143, VA 208 E/Courthouse Rd. 

Turn right on VA 208.  Go 8.7 miles 

Turn left onto E. Main St.  Go 1/4 mile 

Turn right onto Fredericksburg Ave.  Cross 

the tracks.  At the bottom of the hill, turn left 

into the parking lot. 

Tredegar Iron Works  

General Membership Meeting 

March 2,  2—4 pm 
Directions to 2748 Dogtown Road,  

Goochland, VA 23063 

I-64 W to exit 159, US 522/Gum Spring 

Turn left on US 522.  Go 2.5 mile 

Turn right onto VA 673.  Go 1/10 mile 

Turn left onto VA 614.  Go .9 miles.  Central 

High School will be on your left. 



January Meeting 

Phoenix Handcraft—Collaring 

Photo Credit:  George and Karen Smart 

Join us for CVBG 

Open Forge 

at the Banton-Smith Center 

every Thursday night

4 to 7 p.m. 

$10 - $20 requested donation covers our expenses



swvabg@gmail.com 

2019 Board of Directors 

President 

Joshua Langfitt 

Vice President 

Eric Collins 

Treasurer 

Henry Bryant 

Secretary 

Gabrielle Judy  

 

Meetings 
3rd Saturday of the month - 2 - 4 pm 

Meetings are held at either: 

Great Road Craft Guild 

1812 Big Spring Dr. 

Elliston, VA  24087 

Or 

Historic Smithfield Plantation 

1000 Smithfield Plantation Rd. 

Blacksburg, VA  24060 

(completely surrounded by the Virginia Tech  

campus) 

 

In the News 

Earlier this year, it was decided to change our  

regular meeting day to the 3rd Saturday of each 

month.  Our meeting times will still be 2-4 pm.  

We hope this will make it easier for everyone to 

join us.   

Our March meeting sees us return to the guild hall 

in Elliston.  We’ll work together building a coal 

forge for the guild.  Then in April, it’s back to 

Smithfield to continue working through  

ABANA’s Controlled Hand Forging Curriculum.  

You don’t want to miss this. 



March SWVABG Meeting 

Coal Forge Building Workshop 

March 16 —2 pm 

(weather permitting) 

Gather at the Guild Hall to work together on building a 

guild coal forge.  Please note, this is a Saturday meeting. 

Great Road Craft Guild 

1812 Big Spring Dr., Elliston 

April SWVABG Meeting 

Joshua Langfitt Demo at Smithfield 

April 20—2 pm 

Join Josh as we continue working through ABANA’s 

Controlled Hand Forging curriculum!  Come ready to 

hammer steel! 

Historic Smithfield Plantation 

1000 Smithfield Plantation Rd., Blacksburg 
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January Field Trip to Larry Florin’s 

Shop - Copper Hill, VA 

Larry Florin welcomed SWVABG to his shop 

on a cold and blustery day.  His work combines 

blacksmithing, machining, woodworking and 

fractal burning.  He often incorporates glass into 

his pieces, as well.   

In addition to the shop tour and discussion,  

Larry shared his collection of antique wrought 

iron, and his insights into marketing and the 

business-side of making.   

Thank you for having us, Larry!  We’re looking 

forward to returning. 

Above, l to r, Mark McGuire, Garland Linkous,  

Larry Florin 

Photo Credit:  Henry Bryant 

Left, steel and glass bed by Larry Florin 

Photo Credit:  Henry Bryant 

Right, steel and glass hall table by Larry Florin 

Photo Credit:  Henry Bryant 



The Blacksmith vs the U-Boat 

Up until the introduction of depth charges in 1916, 

while mines and large net were utilized to protect  

certain areas with some minor effect, the conclusion 

of the Admiralty Submarine Attack Committee was 

that the best thing to do was simply for ships to either 

run away from or try to ram the U-boats when the  

periscope was spotted. 

Naturally, beyond risking damage to your own vessel, 

getting closer to the thing that’s about to shoot you 

with an otherwise somewhat unreliably accurate  

torpedo isn’t ideal, nor is necessarily trying to run 

away when you’re already a marked target. However, 

it is at least noted that with the periscope up, U-boats 

couldn’t go faster than about 6 knots and, as stated, 

torpedoes of the age weren’t terribly accurate or  

reliable so the more distance you could get between 

you and the U-boat the better. In the end, these two 

methods weren’t totally ineffective, but a better  

solution was still needed.   

This all got the wheels turning among the military 

think tanks, with the result being some rather  

humorous proposals as to how to solve the U-boat 

problem, with particular emphasis put on somehow 

taking out the periscope. After all, without the  

periscope, the U-boats only way to target a foe would 

be to completely surface, making it a relatively easy 

target for more traditional and accurate weaponry. 

With proper escorts for the supply ships, this could 

easily solve the U-boat problem. 

But how to take out the periscope? 

A suggestion by the British Board of Invention and 

Research was to train seagulls to fly at the periscopes, 

which would both make the presence of the periscope 

more apparent and potentially obscure the vision of 

the person looking through the periscope long enough 

to take action… To do this, it was suggested that they 

feed seagulls in certain regions they wanted protected 

through periscope like devices.  

Next up was a suggestion to simply put a type of paint 

in the water with the hopes that it would get on the 

periscope lens, blinding the operator. 

Going back to animals, a sea lion trainer called Joseph 

Woodward was hire to look into the possibility of 

training sea lions to detect U-boats and then hopefully 

alert the British of their presence. Unfortunately it  

isn’t known where this method was effective, though 

the Royal Society does note that the training of at least 

some sea lions was performed. We presume given that 

the program wasn’t expanded beyond trials that it 

wasn’t terribly effective or perhaps not practical. 

As you might imagine, none of these methods went 

anywhere. But this brings us to the rather absurd 

method that does seem to have been put into practice. 

In the early days of the war, sailors were put on small 

patrol boats, all equipped with the latest and greatest 

in anti-submarine technology—large hammers and 

bags. 

They were thus instructed that if they saw a periscope 

popping up to the surface, they were to get close to it, 

then have one person place a bag over the periscope 

while another got their Whack-A-Mole on in an  

attempt to destroy it, hopefully all before any target 

could be identified and a torpedo launched.  

Exactly how effective this tactic is isn’t clear but we 

do know that it was popular enough for at least one 

senior officer aboard the HMS Exmouth to enlist the 

help of burly blacksmiths with extra large hammers to 

patrol with sailors aboard the smaller boats. With their 

amazing hammering abilities, both in strength and 

blow accuracy, presumably it was hoped they’d do a 

better job than your average sailor at quickly taking 

out a periscope. 

Of course, as more sophisticated technologies were 

developed, this tactic, sadly, became obsolete. But 

never forget for a brief, but glorious time in history, 

there was a guy who could claim his job was to hunt 

submarines with a giant hammer, no doubt giving a 

cry of “For Asgard!!!” before smiting his foe. 

From “The Ridiculous Way British Sailors were Ordered to 

Stop German U-boats” by Karl Smallwood, published January 

19, 2019, http://www.todayifoundout.com/   

http://www.todayifoundout.com/index.php/2019/01/the-

ridiculous-way-british-sailors-were-ordered-to-stop-german-u

-boats/ 

Used by permission.   

Thank you to Karen Smart for suggesting. 

http://www.todayifoundout.com/
http://www.todayifoundout.com/index.php/2019/01/the-ridiculous-way-british-sailors-were-ordered-to-stop-german-u-boats/
http://www.todayifoundout.com/index.php/2019/01/the-ridiculous-way-british-sailors-were-ordered-to-stop-german-u-boats/
http://www.todayifoundout.com/index.php/2019/01/the-ridiculous-way-british-sailors-were-ordered-to-stop-german-u-boats/


Regional Blacksmithing Events! 

ABANA Conference 2020 

June 3—6, 2020 

Saratoga, NY 

31st Annual BGCM Blacksmith Days 

May 17—19 

Carroll County Farm Museum 

Westminster, MD 

Demonstrators:  Kevin Clancy and Patrick Quinn 

Forging on the River 2019 

April 5—7 

The Metal Museum, Memphis, TN 

Demonstrator:  Alan Evans 

https://www.metalmuseum.org/fotr 

2019 Southern Blacksmith Association 

Conference  

May 16-18, 2019 

Lions Club Fair Grounds, Madison, GA 

Demonstrators:  Mark Aspery and Steve Parker 

http://www.sbaconference.com/ 

Looking Forward 

Contemporary Blacksmithing and  

Metal Design Symposium 

June 14—16 

Bryn Athyn College, Bryn Athyn, PA 

Featuring Maegan Crowley, Hoss Haley, Ana Lopez, 

Jeff Goldstein, Michael Bondi, Leslie Noell, Vivian 

Beer, Patrick Quinn, Dan Neville, Andrew Kyte and 

Rachel David 

https://www.ironsymposium.com 

April 27, 2019 

XII 
June 28—30 

Ness Creek, Saskatchewan 

Featuring Shawn Cunningham 

Megan Carter and Mike Armstrong 

Rick Marchand 

Ken Watts 

John and Nancy Little 

www.caniron.ca 





April 13-14 — Blacksmith’s Knife—Hunter/Utility 
                 Learn to forge a knife in this two day, blacksmithing centered, knife making class! The     

  first day, you will start on the forge and anvil where you’ll be shown how to shape a knife

  blank with the hammer and anvil. The second day will be spent shaping and honing the  

  knife blank on knife grinders into a sharpened tool.  You will be provided with oak  

  handle scales and copper pins to complete your knife.  The goal is for you to leave with a 

  finished, working knife.  This is NOT an ABS class!   

April 20-21 — Hook Rack and Candlestick 
                 Hammer metal to create a candlestick and wall-mounted coat rack in this beginner level  

  weekend course. This is a great technique course to learn beginning blacksmithing. Learn 

  how to do curls, twists, stepping, bevels, drilling, riveting and more. 

April 20-21 — Welding:  Welder Stand and Welding Gun Holder 
                 See description page 5 

April 27-28 — Build a Hatchet 
                 Build your own hatchet! This course will cover forge welding, lamination, mechanical  

  joining, and tool making. A handle will be provided so students can leave with a complete  

  tool.  This class is suitable for the ambitious novice or experienced beginner. 

May 11-12 — Campfire Cookset 
                 Perfect for Summer Camp Cooking!  This class project is a campfire cooking tripod,  

  S-hook(s), fry pan, spoon, and fork. Students will learn bending, drilling, tapering,  

  hardening, and tempering.  The Spoon is the most difficult part of this project for a novice 

  blacksmith.  If there is time, it will be attempted. 

May 13—17—Forging Fish Forms with Alexandre Piffer 
  Looking for a new challenge or a fun networking opportunity while practicing techniques 

  with other smiths?  Virginia Institute of Blacksmithing will be hosting Alexandre Piffer  

  from Brazil to lead a course on forging fish forms. Students will forge studies using  

  techniques taught in the course and then work on a collaborative project that should be  

  installed in Waynesboro, VA.  Sign up by April 15 

May 18-19 — Blacksmith’s Knife—Chopper 

May 25-26 — Welding:  Welder Stand and Welding Gun Holder 

VIRGINIA INSTITUTE 
OF BLACKSMITHING 

200 W. 12th St., Waynesboro, VA   434-960-9718    vablacksmithing.org 



Coming Soon to the Banton-Smith Center! 

April 6 & 7 - 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. - Forged Fashion with Ellen Durkan    CVBG Members - $200 

 Class will focus on making something wearable. We will go over various forging, forming, riveting 

 techniques. We will discuss design ideas and how to complete them, feel free to come with a design in 

 mind or just sort it out as you learn new techniques and how to apply them. Class welcomes both  

 beginners and advanced students. 

May 4 & 5 - 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. - Blacksmith Boot Camp    CVBG Members - $200 
 Basic training for blacksmiths! You'll make several projects for the home, kitchen and workshop, all 

 while being introduced to many of the most common techniques used in blacksmithing: drawing,  

 upsetting, bending, cutting and punching, heat treating and forge welding. And you'll have fun doing it! 

Other Sessions of Blacksmith Boot Camp: 

July 20 & 21     ●     Oct 19 & 20 

June 22 & 23 - 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. - Creative Caffeine w/Caitlin Morris    CVBG Members - $200 

 Get inspired! Focus on design, learn new techniques, and take your existing skills to the next level 

 through a series of creative challenges based around a simple, functional project.  Geared towards  

 students with some experience, but all skill levels are welcome! 

Aug 17 - 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. - Introduction to Blacksmithing    CVBG Members -  $25 

 Always wanted to try blacksmithing? Here's your chance! The class will cover the tools of the trade, 

 safety, and basic techniques. This will be a hands-on class; everyone will go home with a completed 

 project!  CVBG members, your tuition will be applied to your 2020 guild dues. 

Other Sessions of Introduction to Blacksmithing: 

Nov 16 

Nov 2 & 3 - Blacksmithing Sculpture with Ted Banning     CVBG Members - $200 

 This class will build on the skills of tapering, texturing, and bending to produce several  esthetically 

 pleasing, individualized works that show expression and movement. Some experience is suggested,  

 but not required. 

 

Coming Soon!  Watch for details! 

Coppersmithing 

Sept - Scrimshaw with Kevin Barry 

 

Banton-Smith Center for Blacksmith & Metal Arts 

1600 Valley Road, Richmond 

New events are added all the time!  For more information on these or any other Banton-Smith Center events, 

visit facebook.com/BantonSmithCenter, or contact Jerry at bantonsmith.center@gmail.com or 540.872.3729 



Southwest Virginia Blacksmith Guild Liability Release Form 

I, the undersigned, realizing the potential haards involved in the craft of blacksmithing, will not hold the Southwest Virginia 

Blacksmith Guild, it’s officers, demonstrator(s), or host(s) responsible in the event of any accident or injury incurred during an 

association function or at any time a sponsored activity concerning blacksmithing or metalworking is occurring. I am aware of 

the requirement to wear safety glasses during association demonstrations and will do so. I am aware also of the possibility of 

hearing damage due to the nature of the craft and accept the responsibility of taking the necessary steps to protect my hear-

ing. It will be my responsibility to inform any family member or guest that I may bring to a demonstration of these potential 

dangers and advise them of all necessary precautions. 

  

Signature ___________________________________________________________        Date __________________ 

Name: H# M# 

Street: Email: 

City: State: ZIP: 

 
Are you willing to host a CVBG gathering?                             Yes___             No___ 

Are you willing to demonstrate for a CVBG gathering?          Yes___             No___ 

ABANA Member 

Yes___ 

No ___ 
Suggestions for CVBG demonstrations:________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________
_ 
Are you a: Professional___ Hobbyist___ Just interested___ Other__________________________________________ 

Central Virginia Blacksmith Guild Liability Release Form 

I, the undersigned, realizing the potential hazards involved in the craft of blacksmithing, will not hold the Central Virginia 
Blacksmith Guild, it’s officers, demonstrator(s), or host(s) responsible in the event of any accident or injury incurred during 
an association function or at any time a sponsored activity concerning blacksmithing or metalworking is occurring. I am aware 
of the requirement to wear safety glasses during association demonstrations and will do so. I am aware also of the possibil-
ity of hearing damage due to the nature of the craft and accept the responsibility of taking the necessary steps to protect 
my hearing. It will be my responsibility to inform any family member or guest that I may bring to a demonstration of these 
potential dangers and advise them of all necessary precautions. 

  

Signature ___________________________________________________________        Date __________________ 
RETURN COMPLETED FORM TO- 
CVBG  
Karen Smart 
2705 Buckhorn Hills 
Maidens, VA  23102  

DUES= $25 

RETURN COMPLETED FORM TO- 
SWVABG 
6585 Stoneskeep Lane 
Elliston, VA  24087 

DUES= $5 
make check payable to  

Henry Bryant 

Name: 

Street: 

City: 

Home# Cell#: 

Email: 

State: Zip: 

CVBG Membership Application 

SWVABG Membership Application 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  



 

FOR SALE 

50LB. LITTLE GIANT POWER HAMMER 

Currently in use, no cracks or welds, with two sets of combination dies 

$3000/ pick up only 

Chris Shea 

Brandywine, MD 

Tel: 240-271-0534 

chrisshea1@comcast.net 



Marketplace 

Power Hammers! 

Rudy Dean of RD Customs has available self-contained 

air hammers that plug into an ordinary 220 outlet. 12 lb,  

32 lb and 55 lb models available. Rudy will personally  

deliver these hammers anywhere within 250 miles of  

Elkton, VA and help set them up.  Prices start at $3,995. 

Die sets available.  

RD Customs 

Elkton, VA 

540.487.8777 

rudy@rudydeancustomknives.com 

The Virginia Blacksmith is a joint publication of the Central Virginia Blacksmith Guild and the Southwest  

Virginia Blacksmith Guild.   

Editor:  Jerry Veneziano 

Assoc. Editor:  Erin Mitchell 

YESTERYEAR FORGE 
www.yesteryearforge.com 

Fort Vause Outfitters 

Anvils & Swages 

The Virginia Blacksmith 

858 Old Apple Grove Rd. 

Mineral, VA  23117 


