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Disclaimer 

Blacksmithing is a lot of fun, but comes with inherent 

dangers. All members, demonstrators, and guests are 

responsible for using appropriate safety equipment 

and for using safe working methods. Minors must be 

accompanied by a parent or  

responsible adult. 

The Southwest Virginia Blacksmith Guild, Central  

Virginia Blacksmith Guild, their officers, members,  

demonstrators, guests, hosts, writers, and the editor 

disclaim responsibility for any damages, injuries, or 

destruction of property as a result of the use of any 

information published in this newsletter or demon-

strated at workshops, meetings, or conferences. 

Every effort is made to insure the accuracy and the 

safety of information provided, but the use of any ma-

terial is solely at the user’s own risk. 

Attendees at organization functions and classes con-

sent to the use of their images in publications, social 

media and web pages of the Southwest Virginia  

Blacksmith Guild and/or Central Virginia Blacksmith 

Guild. 

Unless otherwise noted, all content is available for use 

by nonprofit blacksmithing and metalsmithing groups, 

provided the source is cited.   
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Coming Events 

November 9 - 9 am - 5 pm 
CVBG November Meeting 

Frontier Culture Museum of Virginia Hammer-In 

1600 Valley Rd., Staunton 

November 16 - 2 - 4 pm 
SWVABG November Meeting 

Smithfield Plantation 

1000 Smithfield Plantation Rd., Blacksburg 

December 14 - 9 am - 1 pm 
CVBG December Meeting and Holiday Party 

Paradise Garage 

14 S. Allen St.; Richmond 

December 21 - 2 - 4 pm 
SWVABG November Meeting 

Great Road Craft Guild 

1812 Big Spring Dr; Elliston 
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Bryn Athyn Cathedral, Bryn Athyn, PA  June 2019 
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A Simplified Blacksmith’s Helper 

by Bruce Manson 

Have you noticed a couple of new helpers we have at The Banton-Smith 

Center?  “Blacksmith’s Helpers”, that is.  Light weight, adjustable-height 

stands to support long materials or tools while forging or other metal-

working tasks.  Here is a simple, quick, inexpensive project that will be a 

big help around the shop.   

I used materials that I had on hand.  I happened to have some ½ inch  

diameter rebar and a couple of short pieces of ½ inch black iron pipe in 

my scrap pile.  You can use whatever you have handy or can easily  

obtain.  The dimensions shown here can be varied to suit your shop 

equipment heights and configuration. 

This is a good project to practice your welding or get together with a 

buddy who has a welder – nothing too precise or technical.  I just 

“eyeballed” the pieces, lightly tack welded them, and tweaked them a little to get them aligned the way I 

wanted.  The most complicated step was placing the three legs equally 

spaced and at a reasonable angle to provide stability, but not too wide to 

become a tripping issue.  I drew a roughly 14” circle on my workbench.  

Keeping the compass adjusted to the radius of the circle and beginning 

at any point on the circle, I marked off six equal distances around the 

circle.  Then I drew a triangle with its points at every other mark on the 

circle.  These points became the positions for equally spacing the three 

legs.  I inserted a long rod into the ½ inch pipe and placed one end at the 

center of the circle.  (Here is where an extra pair of hands or a welder’s 

right-angle magnet is helpful) – Holding the rod vertically, I placed the 

leg from the point of the triangle and welded it to the vertical pipe. 

I drilled a hole in the pipe near one end and welded a 5/16 inch nut,  

centered over the hole for the locking bolt.  I welded a ¼ inch rod about 

3 inches long to the head of the bolt to provide a “T” handle for easier 

tightening. 

 

The rest, I’ll leave for the photos to explain……….. 



Bruce Manson is the CVBG Treasurer, a retired  

engineer, top-notch gentleman, and can build 

damned near anything. 



Mark stock out, this may be used as the backside. 

Put your three fullerings in, I used a ½ inch fuller. 

 Sunflower Hook 

By Steve Alling, 

a MABA member 

Draw out, but leave the end full enough 

to make a tenon for riveting the flower.  

File the tenon. 

Draw out for the hook but leave full. 



 

. 

Make the ball on the end, you can make 

 this all on the anvil but I sweeten it up  

Draw out and round up for the hook 

Cut out a round disc 1¾ inches in diameter out of 11 

or 18 gauge sheet metal. I 

made a round fuller out of a 

short length of 1 inch black 

pipe by putting a sharp edge 

on it that gives you a nice 

Fuller for the seeds mak-

ing the lines cross at a 45 

or so degree angle so the 

seeds look like diamonds. 

Cut the petals with a 4 ½ inch 

grinder with a ⅛ inchcutting 

wheel. This leaves a gap that 

you wouldn’t get by hot cutting 

and you’ll need the gap so the 

petals don’t overlap when full-

File the petals to 

shape. 

With a ball end fuller shape 

the petals. 

Depress from the back with 

appropriate size ball peen 

hammer into either wood 

or a short piece of pipe.  

Adjust any distortion. By 

riveting the flower on while 

the hook is straight you can 

clamp it in the vise which 

makes riveting easier. Drill 

and rivet the flower into 

place. Now heat the whole 

thing and bend to the 

appropriate shape, holes 

can be drilled for fastening. 
Courtesy July-Aug  MABA The Upsetter 



Simple Tong Clips 

By Bruce Manson 

Tong clips can be useful aids in the forge.  They  

eliminate the need to concentrate on clamping the 

workpiece tightly and can relieve much of the muscle 

tension in your lower arm.  That way, you can focus 

on properly positioning the workpiece and hammer 

control without the workpiece moving in the tongs.  

Of course, selecting the proper size and shape of the 

tong jaws to securely fit and hold the workpiece is still 

critical, but a tight grip is one thing you don’t have to 

worry about.  This can be very helpful in teaching 

new blacksmiths – it eliminates one thing they have to 

think about.  Also, clips can help reduce muscle  

fatigue during long forging sessions.  And…..as I am 

learning and many of you will someday face…..they 

help reduce pain from cramping and arthritis.  

Here are some simple ways to make tong clips from scrap you probably have lying around your shop: 

Cut some thin rings from different size pipe and square 

tubing.  Mash the pipe slightly into a nice oval shape.  

Mash the square tubing on the diagonal and you have 

two different size tong clips (or you can rotate the clip 

on the tong reins to allow positioning it at a different 

location along the reins to get the best fit). 

Another simple tong clip idea is to use chain links that 

will fit over the ends of your tong reins. 

A third simple tong clip is merely a piece of small (say 

¼” diameter) rod, bent into the shape of a letter “C”.  

Make several sizes. 

We’ve seen similar ideas in newsletters before, 

but a search of the archive didn’t turn up where.  

So we tip our hats to everyone who has come up 

with an idea like this, and shared it with others.—

Editor 
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Central Virginia Blacksmith Guild 
2478 Dogtown Rd., Goochland 

cvbgboard@gmail.com 

Meetings 
2nd Saturday of the month - 9 am - 1 pm 

In the News 

It’s almost time for our guild holiday party at Paradise 

Garage! Quick, to your forges to make things for… 

Gift Exchange 

Our guild gift exchange item this year will be - wall-

mounted/plate-mounted decorative hooks! Let your  

imagination run within the theme. Everyone who brings a 

hook for the exchange will go home with one created by 

another guild member. 

While you’re out there, step up and accept the  

Blacksmith’s Challenge 

This year’s challenge is to make anything you want from a 

6 inch piece of 3/4” square bar. Bring your creations to 

Paradise Garage; can’t wait to see what you come up with. 

Free Money 

We’ll award our 2020 scholarship at the December  

meeting; if you’re eligible, there’s still time to apply.  

Eligible applicants must be members in good standing of 

CVBG who have attended several meetings in the past 

year. Find the application on page 10! 

Elections  

Still looking for candidates for the CVBG board  

elections!  This is your guild - step up and take a  

leadership role!  Contact one of the current board members 

for information. 

Pasture Party! Save the Date! 

Dan and Judy Boone will once again host their amazing 

Pasture Party in Louisa County this winter! Date of this 

year’s event in Feb 29 (last Saturday). Stay tuned for more 

details! 

CVBG on the web 

www.cvbg.org ● facebook.com/cvblacksmith/ ●pinterest.com/cvblacksmith/ ●zazzle.com/cvbgstore 



November CVBG Meeting  
Frontier Culture Museum of Virginia 

1290 Richmond Ave., Staunton 

Due to the overwhelming interest expressed in September, we’ll be attending the Frontier Cul-

ture Museum of Virginia’s Hammer-in, featuring Caitlin Morris and Lee Sauder. 

From Richmond:   

• I-64 W to Exit 87 towards Harrisonburg. Merge onto I-81.  

• Take Exit 222 (first exit on 81)  - US 250 to Staunton/Fishersville. Turn right on US 250 

• Go 3/4 mile, turn left onto Frontier Drive 

• Follow Frontier Drive until it ends at the parking lot 

Museum admission:  Adults  $12, Senior Citizens  $11.50, Students (age 13 - college)  $11, 

                                  Children 6 - 12  $7, Under 6  Free 

December CVBG Meeting 
Paradise Garage 

14 S. Allen St., Richmond 

From the North and West:    

• I-64 E/I-95 S to exit 76B—Belvidere.  

• Use the middle lane to turn left onto W. Leigh St.   

• In 400 feet, turn right onto N. Belvidere St.   

• In a half mile, turn right onto W. Main St.   

• In .8 miles, turn left onto S. Allen St.   

Paradise Garage will be on your right.  Park on the street. 

From the South:   

• I-95 N to exit 74A—Downtown  

Expressway (VA-195— this is a toll road.)   

• Exit onto Parkwood Ave towards Meadow St.   

• In 236 feet, turn right onto Meadow St.    

• In 300 feet, turn right onto W. Cary St.   

• 1/10 of a mile, turn left onto Allen Ave.  Park on the street. 

Hooks by Jennifer Horn 



 CVBG Scholarship Application – 2020  

Each year, CVBG awards a scholarship of up to $500 to a member to be used for a  

blacksmithing or related class, or to attend a blacksmithing conference or seminar. The  

scholarship must be used within 1 year of its being awarded; in certain circumstances this 

deadline may be extended. Scholarship recipients agree to demonstrate what they’ve learned at 

a CVBG meeting within a year of their class, and to write an article about the class for the 

newsletter. Scholarship winners will also head up next year’s scholarship committee.  One 

scholarship will be awarded at the December 2019 meeting.  

Eligible applicants are members in good standing with the Guild who have attended several 

meetings within the last year. If you meet these requirements and would like to apply, please 

complete the application below and MAIL to:  

CVBG  

1630 Fairfield Green Rd  

Henrico, VA 23238 

ATTN: Scholarship  

 

Name:  

 

 

Phone:  

 

 

Email:  

 

 

Years in the Guild:  

 

 

How will you use the scholarship?  



In memorium 

We were saddened to hear that Virginia blacksmith 

Wade Brooks passed away in early October. Wade 

was from Mathews County, and taught blacksmithing 

and glass blowing at the Bay School Cultural Arts 

Center there. He was a regular at the Pasture Party, 

and will be missed. Our thoughts and prayers are with 

his family. 

Power Hammer for Sale 

Fairbanks 100lb Power Hammer . S/N 133, Patent Jan 30, 1900 

5-Hp, 3-phase motor currently operating direct wired from a breaker 

panel – we have the three-phase converter. Total weight of the  

hammer (not including motor) estimated to be 1,200-1,600 lbs. We 

believe that the anvil weighs about 800 lbs. It is in currently  

operational and in good condition at 1600 Valley Rd. in Richmond. 

You will likely need a heavy truck or trailer and probably forklift. It 

is in a industrial building accessible via a tall loading dock (maybe 

4 foot). 

We have some tooling that would be included.  

$6,000 obo 

Update on the Road to Goochland 

• Lease agreement has been approved by the 

county. According to the Goochland Gazette, 

some concerns were raised over the safety of 

blacksmithing indoors; these were put to rest 

when it was explained that the forges are self-

contained.  

• As of 10/25 (when I’m writing this), renova-

tions were nearly complete, with gas installa-

tion being the last big item to go.  

• Once the occupancy permit is issued, we’ll start 

moving everything in. Watch your emails. 



Shop Tips By Albin Drzewianowski 

In past SHOP TIPS I have extolled the virtues of keeping a supply Ziploc bags in the shop. I always keep some 

quart, 1/2‐gallon and gallon size available. Now Ziploc has come out with some really BIG heavy duty Ziploc 

bags: Large‐3gallon; X‐large‐10 gallon; and XX‐Large 15 gallon. All these different size Zip‐loc bags allow you 

to store items in the shop and not worry about them getting dirty. I keep various things that I would rather 

not accumulate a coating of dust, grime, grinding abrasive dust, etc in these bags: welding goggles, spare 

safety glasses, magnifying class on a stand, etc. Now I can keep some of the large items, such as the welding 

helmet and the sandbag that I use for repousse in a sealed bag. 

Vinegar as a De-Scaling Agent 

Lately I have been experimenting with vinegar as a method to clean fire‐scale off of forged ironwork before 

putting a final finish on the item. I am very pleased with the results. The down side to this system is that you 

have to schedule in something like 3‐5 days for the vinegar to “do its thing”. Given my habit of “just in time 

production” i.e. finish the trade item on Saturday midnight before the monthly meeting; this does not always 

work out. But if you plan ahead and include time for the vinegar to de‐scale your work, it saves a lot of time 

spent with the wire wheel and does a better job. Vinegar is a very mild acid, acetic acid. It does not work fast, 

but neither does it pit the work like some other acids might. As you use the acid, it gets weaker and weaker. 

It still works, but takes longer. A major plus is that vinegar is relatively cheap. I buy the white vinegar in the 

gallon jugs at the super market. There is an investment here. You need to accumulate a number of different 

size plastic containers. For small pieces, I have a couple of different size Tupperware containers. For large 

pieces, I have a Stearlite plastic container meant to store clothes under the bed. It is about 4” high and 20” by 

14”. I found that I needed a long narrow container for de‐scaling roasting forks, ladles, fireplace pokers, etc, 

so I bought a piece of 4” PVC pipe, cut a piece about 28” long and then glued (using the appropriate cleaner 

and cement for PVC pipe) a cap on one end and a screw cap on the other (all parts available from you local 

box/hardware store). Unfortunately, it does not stand upright by itself, so I keep it in a 5 gallon bucket. You 

need to be creative to find containers that will allow you to submerge your ironwork in the vinegar. 

Once I have put ironwork in the vinegar, I agitate it every once in a while. Also, I am told that it works better 

if the vinegar solution is hot. So in the future, I will be experimenting with that also. When I am finished  

de‐scaling, I filter the vinegar to get out the flakes of scale that remain. I figure if you leave in the flakes of 

scale, the vinegar will continue to eat away at them, leaving you with weak vinegar. So I use a large funnel 

lined with a paper coffee filter, when pouring the vinegar back into its storage container. This is a slow  

process, but I think it lengthens the effective life of the vinegar. Rumor has it that this vinegar which has been 

in contact with iron/steel makes a great stain for oak wood. I have not tried that yet, but have set some aside 

for a later experiment. 

Safety Issues: Always wear eye protection, even though this is just vinegar, it is still an acid and you don’t 

want any in your eyes. Also, it is a good idea to wear rubber gloves. When the acid is “worn out” then add 

some baking soda to neutralize it before discarding. Originally published in the Blacksmith Guild of Central  

Maryland’s Hammer Tong, May/June 2007. Reprinted here from  

the Summer 2019 issue of the New England Blacksmiths  

newsletter 



Meetings 
3rd Saturday of the month - 2 - 4 pm 

Meetings are held at either: 

Great Road Craft Guild 

1812 Big Spring Dr. 

Elliston, VA  24087 

Or 

Historic Smithfield Plantation 

1000 Smithfield Plantation Rd. 

Blacksburg, VA  24060 

(completely surrounded by the Virginia Tech  

campus) 

In the News 

We return to Smithfield for our November meeting. 

Matt Heffernan will be our demonstrator.  

In December we return to the Guild Hall for our end-of-

year celebration! We’ll also hold elections for the guild 

board at this time. This is your guild - step up and take 

a leadership role!  Contact one of the current board 

members for information and to get your name on the 

ballot!  

swvabg@gmail.com 

2019 Board of Directors 

President 

Joshua Langfitt 

Vice President 

Eric Collins 

Treasurer 

Henry Bryant 

Secretary 

Gabrielle Judy  

On the SWVABG Board! 

Find us online 

www.swvabg.org  ● facebook.com/groups/swvabg/ 



Photos from the August SWVABG  

Meeting at Smithfield 

Forging a Folded Axe by Josh Langfitt 

Photos by Kelley Whitmer 



Bryn Athyn Cathedral 

Photo Credits:  Bruce Manson and Jerry Veneziano 

When blacksmiths talk about “the cathedral,” at least here in the 

United States, our minds automatically go the National Cathedral 

in Washington, DC. Their amazing collection of ironwork has 

drawn smiths to study there for decades. But there’s another 

American cathedral that should be on every smith’s bucket list: 

Bryn Athyn Cathedral, just a little bit north of Philadelphia. 

Responsibility for overseeing the design and construction of the 

cathedral fell to Raymond Pitcairn, a Philadelphia lawyer and heir 

to the Pittsburgh Plate Glass fortune. Pitcairn’s vision included 

setting up craft workshops and hiring the workers for the project, 

rather than contracting the work out. He was the one who decided 

most of the work would be done from architectural models  

instead of blueprints. And he was the one who would hire Parke 

Edwards to head up the art metal workshop.  

Edwards 

was fresh 

out of art school when he was hired at the Cathedral’s 

metal designer. He led a team of experienced smiths 

producing Bryn Athyn’s metalwork. Some was done in 

copper, but most were wrought from a more unusual 

metal. For while the smiths did their sketches in iron, 

the finished work is almost all monel.  

Monel is a nickel-copper alloy (with trace amounts of 

other metals thrown in) that is wickedly hard to forge, 

has tremendous “memory” and can only be gas welded. 

It was stainless before stainless steel was a thing - 

when rain pools on it, it doesn’t corrode, it just gets 

cleaner. In the early 20th century, it was being used for 

a number of consumer items; architecturally, it was 

most often found on roofs. The Cathedral, though, is 

the first  use of ornamental forged monel on this scale.  

The forged work in the Cathedral includes what you’d 

traditionally think of as “church work” - railings,  

Chapel screen, a truly inspiring glass and monel door - 

but extend beyond that. There are over 50 doors within 

the Cathedral. Each has a unique set of forged hinges. 

Each naturally has a forged handle or handles, often 

crafted into the shape of an animal or other natural  

feature. In cases where there are double-doors, those handles featuring animals would often be balanced by 

having the male and the female of the species represented. Each door has an individually forged and crafted 

lock - with a key to match. (You do not want to lose one of those keys. To protect them, they’re stored in a 

standing chest. Breathtaking when that chest is opened, and those gleaming monel keys, artfully arranged  

Bruce Manson, June 2019 

Glass and Monel Door, photo by Bruce Manson, June 2019 



CATHEDRAL TIMELINE 

 

Construction begins - 1913 

Cornerstone Laid - 1914 

Cathedral Dedicated - 1919 

Primary Construction Complete - 1928 

Stained Glass & Interior Decoration 

Complete - 1940s 

 

on red felt or velvet, shine forth.) A smith could spend hours, days 

perhaps, studying the work here and only scratch the surface.  

The Bryn Athyn Cathedral is open for tours Tuesday through 

Sunday between 1 - 4 pm, except during worship and special  

services. Reservations are required for groups of 10 or more. Visit 

https://brynathynchurch.org/ for more information.  

 

 

Bibliography: 

Bryn Athyn Cathedral: The Building of a Church 

E. Bruce Glenn 

c. 2011 Bryn Athyn Church 

Above and Below, Jerry Veneziano, June 2019 

Bruce Manson, June 2019 

Bruce Manson, June 2019 

https://brynathynchurch.org/


Glencairn   

Glencairn was the home of Raymond Pitcairn, just a short walk up the 

hill from Bryn Athyn Cathedral. Built with many of the same craftsman 

and same philosophies as the Cathedral, the work here is of a more secu-

lar nature, a celebration of art and craftsmanship. The home now serves 

as a museum of religious art and history. 

Glencairn is especially known for its Sacred Arts Festival in April,  

Medieval Festival in October, and their annual World Nativities  

exhibition during the holiday season. Visit https://glencairnmuseum.org/ 

for more information. 

Bronze Railing by Warren Holzman   

All photos this page, Jerry Veneziano, June 2019 

https://glencairnmuseum.org/


Blacksmithing Events! 

Registration underway at  

abana2020.com 

BGCM Blacksmith Days 

May 16—17, 2020 

Carroll County Farm Museum 

Westminster, MD 

Demonstrations by Caitlin Morris & Brent Bailey 



Nov 9 - 10 — Pattern-Welded Damascus 
  This blacksmithing class will show you how to forge pattern welded Damascus. This class is 

  best for the experienced beginner. It is best if the student is familiar with managing a fire  

  prior to this course. Any of our other blacksmithing courses would suffice as that  

  pre-requisite. If you have a forge at home that you work on, that also counts as experience. 

  There is a lot of forge welding and power hammer work with this class. Each student will be 

  able to take away all of the Damascus billets they make. From there, you could forge it into 

  whatever shape you would like. 

  Fire management basics and shop safety will also be covered.  Because of the noise of the 

  power hammer, it is recommended that students bring over the ear hearing protection. We 

  have in-ear plugs available. 

Nov 16 - 17 — Blacksmith’s Knife—Hunter/Utility 

  Learn to forge a knife in this two day, blacksmithing centered, knife making class! The     

  first day, you will start on the forge and anvil where you’ll be shown how to shape a knife

  blank with the hammer and anvil. The second day will be spent shaping and honing the  

  knife blank on knife grinders into a sharpened tool.  You will be provided with oak  

  handle scales and copper pins to complete your knife.  The goal is for you to leave with a 

  finished, working knife.  This is NOT an ABS class!   

Nov 16 - 17 — Welding 101 

Nov 23 - 24 — Build a Hatchet 

  Build your own hatchet! This course will cover forge welding, lamination, mechanical  

    joining, and tool making. A handle will be provided so students can leave with a complete 

   tool.  This class is suitable for the ambitious novice or experienced beginner. 

Dec 14 - 15 — Throwing Knife and Tomahawk 
                 Like darts, but far, far more serious. Make a set of three regulation throwing knives and  

  three throwing tomahawks. Get instruction on throwing practices at our throwing lanes right 

  here at the school. Shop safety, fire management, and proper hammering techniques will be 

  covered in this beginning level course. 

Dec 14 - 15 — Welding 102 

Dec 21 - 22 — Build a Hatchet 

Jan 6 - 17, 2020 — ABS Introduction to Bladesmithing 

Visit vablacksmithing.org for more information 

VIRGINIA INSTITUTE 
OF BLACKSMITHING 

200 W. 12th St., Waynesboro, VA   434-960-9718    vablacksmithing.org 



Metals & Jewelry Classes 

11/7, 9-10  Blacksmithing a Contemporary               

         Menorah or Candle Holder 

11/16-17  Introduction to Metal Jewelry Workshop 

12/7-8  Metal Clay Earrings 

12/14  Blacksmithing Stocking Stuffers 

12/14 Metal Stamping & Jewelry 

12/15  Twisted Gifts: Creating Metal Ornaments 

1/6-2/24  Introduction to Metal Jewelry A 

1/8-2/26  Introduction to Metal Jewelry B 

1/8-2/26  Intermediate Metal Jewelry 

1/9-2/27  Introduction to Metal Jewelry C 

1/9-2/27  Lost Wax Metal Casting 

1/18  Spinner Rings 

1/19  Stackable Bands 

1/21-2/25  Metal Clay Jewelry 

1/25  Blacksmithing for the Kitchen and Bath 

1/26  Enamel Imagery: Graphite 

2/4-2/25  Make it Out of Metal 

2/4-2/25  Enameled Faux Stones 

2/8-9  Blacksmithing Fireplace Tools 

2/15-16  Introduction to Metal Clay 

2/22-23  Introduction to Metal Jewelry Workshop 

2/29-3/1  Metal Clay Rings 

Knifemaking and Bladesmithing  

Classes 

Join or Die Knives 

1600 Valley Rd., Richmond, VA 

804-852-0392  

http://www.joinordieknives.com/classinfo  

Visit visarts.org for more information 

Forming Floral Forms 

November 14 - 17    Instructor: Anne Bujold 

In this workshop students explore sheet metal 

forming and cold forging techniques in non-ferrous 

metals. Looking to the natural world for inspiration, 

participants will create a variety of organic  

elements, such as flower and plant forms, to be  

incorporated into jewelry or sculpture. Utilizing 

stakes, hammers and anvils to create shapes, you 

will manipulate metal into curves and lines. You will 

also use soldering and cold connections. Open to all 

skill levels. 

Arrowmont.org 

https://mscaitlinsschool.com  

http://www.joinordieknives.com/classinfo
https://mscaitlinsschool.com/


Southwest Virginia Blacksmith Guild Liability Release Form 

I, the undersigned, realizing the potential haards involved in the craft of blacksmithing, will not hold the Southwest Virginia 

Blacksmith Guild, it’s officers, demonstrator(s), or host(s) responsible in the event of any accident or injury incurred during an 

association function or at any time a sponsored activity concerning blacksmithing or metalworking is occurring. I am aware of 

the requirement to wear safety glasses during association demonstrations and will do so. I am aware also of the possibility of 

hearing damage due to the nature of the craft and accept the responsibility of taking the necessary steps to protect my hear-

ing. It will be my responsibility to inform any family member or guest that I may bring to a demonstration of these potential 

dangers and advise them of all necessary precautions. 

  

Signature ___________________________________________________________        Date __________________ 

Name: H# M# 

Street: Email: 

City: State: ZIP: 

 
Are you willing to host a CVBG gathering?                             Yes___             No___ 

Are you willing to demonstrate for a CVBG gathering?          Yes___             No___ 

ABANA Member 

Yes___ 

No ___ 
Suggestions for CVBG demonstrations:________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________
_ 
Are you a: Professional___ Hobbyist___ Just interested___ Other__________________________________________ 

Central Virginia Blacksmith Guild Liability Release Form 

I, the undersigned, realizing the potential hazards involved in the craft of blacksmithing, will not hold the Central Virginia 
Blacksmith Guild, it’s officers, demonstrator(s), or host(s) responsible in the event of any accident or injury incurred during 
an association function or at any time a sponsored activity concerning blacksmithing or metalworking is occurring. I am aware 
of the requirement to wear safety glasses during association demonstrations and will do so. I am aware also of the possibil-
ity of hearing damage due to the nature of the craft and accept the responsibility of taking the necessary steps to protect 
my hearing. It will be my responsibility to inform any family member or guest that I may bring to a demonstration of these 
potential dangers and advise them of all necessary precautions. 

  

Signature ___________________________________________________________        Date __________________ 
RETURN COMPLETED FORM TO- 
CVBG  
Karen Smart 
2705 Buckhorn Hills 
Maidens, VA  23102  

DUES= $25 

RETURN COMPLETED FORM TO- 
SWVABG 
6585 Stoneskeep Lane 
Elliston, VA  24087 

DUES= $5 
make check payable to  

Henry Bryant 

Name: 

Street: 

City: 

Home# Cell#: 

Email: 

State: Zip: 

CVBG Membership Application 

SWVABG Membership Application 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  



Marketplace 

Power Hammers! 

Rudy Dean of RD Customs has available self-

contained air hammers that plug into an ordinary 220  

outlet. 12 lb, 32 lb and 55 lb models available. Rudy will 

personally deliver these hammers anywhere within 250 

miles of Elkton, VA and help set them up.  Prices start at 

$3,995. Die sets available.  

RD Customs 

Elkton, VA 

540.487.8777 

rudy@rudydeancustomknives.com 

YESTERYEAR FORGE 
www.yesteryearforge.com 

Fort Vause Outfitters 

Anvils & Swages 

The Virginia Blacksmith is a joint publication of the 

Central Virginia Blacksmith Guild and the Southwest  

Virginia Blacksmith Guild.   

Editor:  Jerry Veneziano 

www.blacksmithingmagazine.com 

Rakes: The Unsung Heroes of the Blacksmith Shop 

OK, OK, so the whole “unsung heroes” thing might be a 

little overblown, but there’s no question that old and even 

broken garden rakes can be really handy to have around 

the shop. Bruce Manson sent a picture showing how he 

uses one to store his tong clips near his tong rack (for 

more on the clips, see page 7.) In my shop, my vise grips 

and finished brooms hang from rakes. I also use a broken 

one to hang parts from for painting and clear coating. If 

you find yourself in need of a hanger for something in the 

shop, maybe go raid the garden shed! 


